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learner does not understand 
teaching as intended

as learner does not relate 
teaching to prior learning

as prior learning leads to 
misunderstanding teaching

because 
prerequisite 

learning is 
absent

because 
relevance of 
prior learning 
is not 
recognised

because topic 
is already 

misunderstood

because 
teaching is 
interpreted in 
terms of 
unrelated 
prior learning 

as the learner holds an alternative conception 
of the topic deriving from some source,

such as their own intuitions about the world;
listening to folk-ideas that have social 

currency;
or perhaps deriving from earlier teaching 

(e.g., over-simplifications)

perhaps due to 
how some aspect of language was 

understood; 
an unhelpful imaginative connection was 

made with some irrelevant prior learning;
because of an over-realistic interpretation 

of models, metaphors or analogies

successful teaching requires the 
learner to understand teaching in the 
intended manner by interpreting it in 
terms of those (internal, mental) 
interpretive resources available to, and 
brought to mind by, the learner when 
making-sense of the teaching
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